
 

Adaptation to the infectious disease impacts of climate change

   
   
   
Abstract:

Climate change has the potential to increase the challenge of preventing and controlling outbreaks of
infectious diseases. An adaptation assessment is an important aspect of designing and implementing
policies and measures to avoid, prepare for, and effectively respond to infectious diseases outbreaks. The
main steps in conducting an adaptation assessment include: 1) evaluating the effectiveness of policies and
measures that address the burden of climate-sensitive infectious diseases; 2) identifying options to manage
the health risks of current and projected climate change; 3) evaluating and prioritizing the options; 4)
identifying human and financial resources needs, and possible barriers, constraints, and limits to
implementation; and 5) developing monitoring and evaluation programs to ensure continued effectiveness of
policies and measures in a changing climate. Optimally, relevant stakeholders are optimally included
throughout the adaptation assessment. Although the process of conducting an assessment is similar across
nations and regions, the context and content will vary depending on local circumstances, socioeconomic
conditions, legal and regulatory frameworks, and other factors. The European Centers for Disease
Prevention and Control developed guidelines for conducting assessments, with sufficient consistency to
facilitate learning lessons across assessments.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10584-012-0648-5   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Public

Early Warning System:  

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

 A focus of content
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Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact, Infectious Disease

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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